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By Alison Eastaway

With 2013 already 
in full swing, 
and summer 
holidays a mere 
memory; it seems 
Melburnians are in 
need of an end-of-
first-quarter pick 
me up. The 24th 
annual Alliance 
Française Film 
Festival, coming 

to Melbourne this month, offers just that.

Far from the over-salted popcorn and 
wince-inducing Frozen Cokes of our 
youth, the festival promises a thoroughly 
adult experience. The setting for this 
cultural event is an experience in itself, 
with Palace Cinemas delivering the regal 
ambience promised in their name. 

Stimulating intellectual discussion in 
the lobby post-film is de rigueur, and 
once you’ve tasted French cinema 
with a side of vin rouge and a slice 
of fromage, you’ll wonder how you 
ever enjoyed a film without them.

Boasting ever-surprising plotlines, 
effortlessly seductive heroines and an 
irresistible sense of sophistication à la 
française, this is one rendezvous you’ll 
want to keep. The festival aims to reveal 
the full depth and breadth of French 
cinema to Australian filmgoers. Beyond the 
‘Amelie’ cliché lies a complex yet refreshing 
cinematic approach that is unburdened 
with political correctness, unconcerned 
with tidy endings, and above all, thoroughly 
and predictably, unpredictable.

The 2013 festival promises to once again 
delight audiences with its enchanting blend 
of quirky art house films, wistful romantic 

dalliances, and 
edge-of-your-seat 
thrillers that push 
the boundaries 
on suspense.

Festival veterans 
will welcome the 
familiar presence of on-screen stalwarts 
Patrick Bruel and Jeanne Moreau, whilst 
audience favourites Audrey Tautou and 
Sophie Marceau work their signature 
charm; and comedians-turned-actors 
Gad Elmaleh and Danny Boon reveal 
the full extent of their repertoires.

Attendees at last year’s festival were 
amongst Australia’s first to experience 
international box office sensation ‘Les 
Intouchables’. And as for this year? 
Those in the know have their eye on ‘Les 
Lyonnais’ (A Gang Story). And something 
tells me they won’t be disappointed.

The Alliance Française  
Film Festival is on from 6-24 

March at Palace Cinemas  
throughout Melbourne. Visit  

www.affrenchfilmfestival.org 
 for more details.
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